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From the Office of the President

Presidential Congratulations:

It is with great pleasure that I, Chen Shui-bian, extend my sincere words of
congratulations to the Taitung Onesiphorus Children’s Home on the occasion of the
dedication of its new facilities, the Ming He Garden. From the depths of my heart, |
wish to praise and encourage the entire staff of the children’s home for their many years
of dedicated service and self-sacrifice on behalf of the welfare of children.

The Onesiphorus Children’s Home was established in 1969 when Rev. John Ford was
sent on behalf of the American headquarters of Onesiphorus to begin a work focused on
assisting youth afflicted with polio. Thereafter, as the needs of society changed, the
object of the home’s services extended to include children of single parents, victims of
abuse, children from homes without adequate resources, and youth entrusted to the
home’s care by the judicial system. Since its inception, and thanks to the collective
efforts of its founding director Rev. John Ford, Board Chairman Yen Kuo-Shun,
Director Lu Li Han, and all its personnel, the children coming under the care of the
Onesiphorus Children’s Home have received security and adequate care. The high
quality of the work done by the home has been praised throughout our society, and |
find it richly deserving commendation. In order to be able to increase the number of
children living at the home, the physical size of the home needed to be enlarged, so the
construction of an additional new facility, the " Ming He Garden ; was undertaken. It
will provide a more comfortable living environment and a more suitable study
environment for the children who reside at the home. | trust that the staff of the
children’s home will continue to sincerely show love and concern for these young and
delicate children. I am confident that the Onesiphorus Children’s Home will work
actively in effective cooperation with other social service resources to have a deep
influence for good in society and together strive to advance the welfare of children
and youth.

President Chen Shui-bian
November 11, 2000
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History of the Development of the Taitung Onesiphorus Children’s Home:

1) In 1969 the American headquarters of Onesiphorus sent Rev. John Ford to
Taiwan out of concern for the needs of children in the remote rural areas of the
island who were suffering from physical handicaps and in need of medical
treatment and adequate education.

2) In 1970 Onesiphorus began serving the needs of children, and in March 1971 it
was formally established as the [ Taitung Onesiphorus Polio Home | .

3) As the public health campaign of the government increasingly succeeded, cases of
polio amongst the childhood population decreased. Concurrently the number
of children from families who were victims of misfortune continued to increase.
In an effort to provide a suitable family living environment and upbringing for
these children, on January 8, 1980 the home applied to the Taitung County
Government to be recognized as the [ Taitung Onesiphorus Children’s Home | .

4) In April 1989 the home was official registered as a juridical person and
designated the [Juridical Person of the Privately Established Taitung Christian
Onesiphorus Children’s Home | .

Recent notable achievements at Onesiphorus:

1) In October 1994, the founding director Rev. John Ford retired and the
responsibility of directorship was handed over to Mr. Lu Li-han.

2) On December 12, 1994, the former president of the Republic of China, Li
deng-hui awarded a decoration to the founding director of the home, Rev. John
Ford, for his twenty-five years of service in Taiwan prior to his return to America.

3) In response to an increasing number
of cases of child abuse reported by
the Taitung County Government
and in order to meet the changing
needs of society, on March 26,

1995, the effort began to purchase
land for what would be designated
the “Ming He Garden”.

4) In June 1997, the children’s home

received an award for outstanding service to aboriginal people from the

— e |
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Executive Yuan's Aboriginal Affairs Committee.

5) Recent notable achievements of some of the children at Onesiphorus:

® In 1997 Hwang Jr-wei tested into the army’s officer training academy. He is
currently serving in the army in Hwalien.

® Sye Wei-ling was accepted into the two-year nurse’s training program of Syin
Chu’s Ywan Pei Junior College based on her score in the nationwide college
and junior college entrance examination.

®In 1998 Lwo Gwo-rung was accepted into Chia Yi’s National Technical
Academy’s two year program based on his high school academic excellence.

® In 1999 Hwang Ya-lLing participated in the nationwide college and junior
college entrance examination and finished with the highest score amongst all
participants. Based on this remarkable achievement, she was accepted into
the National Taipei Technical University.

® In 2000 Hwang Jr-Ming tested into the army’s officer training academy.

® Hong Yu-Ling was accepted intfo Chia-Nan Pharmaceutical  Technical College
based on her high school academic excellence.

® Li Yu-Tingwas accepted into Jong Yuan University based on her high school

academic excellence.
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Kids Alive International has had a tradition of ministering to the Chinese people since its
founding as the Home of Onesiphorus in China in 1916. It next served in Hong Kong. Then in 1969
property was bought here in Taitung. Taiwan. The Onesiphorus Children’s Home opened in 1970.

A milestone was reached in October, 1994, when Daniel Lu became the first national
Taiwanese director. Anothermilestone was reached in 1998 when the support of the Home was taken
over by the Taiwanese people. The Home continues to be a part of Kids Alive.

Kids Alive International ministers to
children in nine countries worldwide, Kids Alive
is pleased to have Taiwan a part of its family
and congratulates the Onesiphrous Home on the
construction of new facilities to better serve the
children of Taiwan.
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Dr. Yen Kuo-shun
Taitung Onesiphorus Children’s Home’s Board Chairman
J

The official opening of " Ming He Garden ; represents the expression of the loving concern of

~=
N
Xy

both the government and members of the community, It also presents what will be an improved
atmosphere for life and study for the children of the Onesiphorus Children’s Home.

We express our gratitude to the American headquarters of Kids Alive International for sending
Rev.John Ford to Taiwan thirty years ago to spend many years of labor on behalf of handicapped children.
His service has become an example for us to follow. We also extend our thanks to the current director of
the home, Mr.Daniel Lu, and his wife for their many years of continual service night and day on behalf of
the care of this large Onesiphorus family.

Many of the children who have grown up in this home are now responsibly holding positions of
importance in society. In these last few years , many have been able to advance their education to the
college level. In 1999 one of our children, Hwang Ya-Ling,was admitted into the National Taiwan
Technical University after having tested top in the nation in the island-wide college and junior college
entrance examination. These accomplishments bring to our attention the fact that if only these children
are given a stable and safe environment for their bodies and souls, they will certainly display such
outstanding achievements.

In the same way as the children under our care are maturing, we hope for the Onesiphorus Children’s
Home to also continue to develop and mature. In the past this home received the support of others, and
now that is has grown up ,it will reach out to others in need.We give our heartfelt thanks to all those who
have extended their love to the Onesiphorus Children’s Home. The Bible says, ”To the extent that you did
it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me” (Matthew 25:40). It also
records the words
of God to Abram, “And I will bless those who
bless you. “(Genesis 12:3). I deeply believe that all
those who have been a blessing to these
children and have given to them will receive the

Heavenly Father’s blessing.
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History of the Development of the Taitung Onesiphorus Children’s Home:

1) In 1969 the American headquarters of Onesiphorus sent Rev. John Ford to
Taiwan out of concern for the needs of children in the remote rural areas of the
island who were suffering from physical handicaps and in need of medical
treatment and adequate education.

2) In 1970 Onesiphorus began serving the needs of children, and in March 1971 it
was formally established as the [ Taitung Onesiphorus Polio Home | .

3) As the public health campaign of the government increasingly succeeded, cases of
polio amongst the childhood population decreased. Concurrently the number
of children from families who were victims of misfortune continued to increase.
In an effort to provide a suitable family living environment and upbringing for
these children, on January 8, 1980 the home applied to the Taitung County
Government to be recognized as the [ Taitung Onesiphorus Children’s Home | .

4) In April 1989 the home was official registered as a juridical person and
designated the [Juridical Person of the Privately Established Taitung Christian
Onesiphorus Children’s Home | .

Recent notable achievements at Onesiphorus:

1) In October 1994, the founding director Rev. John Ford retired and the
responsibility of directorship was handed over to Mr. Lu Li-han.

2) On December 12, 1994, the former president of the Republic of China, Li
deng-hui awarded a decoration to the founding director of the home, Rev. John
Ford, for his twenty-five years of service in Taiwan prior to his return to America.

3) In response to an increasing number
of cases of child abuse reported by
the Taitung County Government
and in order to meet the changing
needs of society, on March 26,

1995, the effort began to purchase
land for what would be designated
the “Ming He Garden”.
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4) In June 1997, the children’s home received an award for outstanding service to

aboriginal people from the Executive Yuan's Aboriginal Affairs Committee.

5) Recent notable achievements of some of the children at Onesiphorus:

® In 1997 Hwang Jr-wei tested into the army’s officer training academy. He is
currently serving in the army in Hwalien.

® Sye Wei-ling was accepted into the two-year nurse’s training program of Syin
Chu’s Ywan Pei Junior College based on her score in the nationwide college
and junior college entrance examination.

®In 1998 Lwo Gwo-rung was accepted into Chia Yi’s National Technical
Academy’s two year program based on his high school academic excellence.

® In 1999 Hwang Ya-lLing participated in the nationwide college and junior
college entrance examination and finished with the highest score amongst all
participants. Based on this remarkable achievement, she was accepted into
the National Taipei Technical University.

® In 2000 Hwang Jr-Ming tested into the army’s officer training academy.

® Hong Yu-Ling was accepted intfo Chia-Nan Pharmaceutical  Technical College
based on her high school academic excellence.

® Li Yu-Tingwas accepted into Jong Yuan University based on her high school

academic excellence.
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